
Who Needs an FSA ID?

 

Complleting the FAFSA this yea r? You ' ll first need to set up an FSA I1D for t he 
student applicant, and one or two parents for dependent students, at lleast a 
few days before you sta rt the FAIFSA. 

The FSA 1ID is important but simple, madle up of a username and password andl 
used to access a handlfull of federa l financia l a idl websites. including fafsa .g1ov. 
You cant co,mp lete the FAFSA on li ne. and therefo re receive financial aidl. 
without one..

Setting up an FSA II D is straightforward,. but it does. require a few steps . These 
flow charts wi llll help yo determine, who in your family needs to create an fSA ID. 
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Your par ent o f record is the parent that appears on the FAFSA. 
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Are You Independent? 
Federa l Student A id has a shor t lis t of c ri te r ia that au tomatica lly c lass if ies a co llege student 
as independent. Any student w ho fa lls into at least one of t hese categories quali fies: 
• Older t han 23 
• Married 
• Work ing o n a g raduate degree 
• Has ch ildren and provides more t han ha lf of t heir support 
• Has live - in dependents and p rovides more t han half of their suppor t 
• Serv ing in the U.S. ar med forces 
• A Veteran 
• An emancipated m ino r 
• An unaccompanied youth w ho is homeless or at r is k of being homeless 
• Since turni ng 13, has been an orphan, i n foster care, or a dependent / ward of t he court 

Students w ho do not automatically qualify as independent but cannot complete t he FAFSA 
w ith parent information may fi le t he FAFSA alone and assume p rovisional independent status 
un t i l a college h as an oppor tunity to review the detai ls and gran t offic ia l independent status. 




